
COMMENTARY TO TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR 2018/19 WORK PROGRAMME

Recommendations:-

(1) The following reviews be carried out during 2018/19:-

(a) A strategic review of the Council’s health and wellbeing priority (to 
incorporate suggestions 4, 5, 7 and 11 below)

(b) Economic Growth Strategy (suggestion 2 below)

(c) Development of Locality Working through Customer Connect (Carried 
Forward from 2017/18) (suggestion 10 below)

(2) Consideration be given to a workshop being organised in 2019/20 for 
councillors and officers to carry out joint working to identify opportunities and 
concerns arising from the World Heritage Status inscription, feeding into the work of 
the National Park Partnership (suggestions 1 and 6 below)

(3) Consider inviting Cumbria County Council to provide an informal briefing 
session for all district council on the services available for parents and young people 
up to age 19 with an emphasis upon safeguarding, health and wellbeing of the child 
and “corporate parenting”, with the potential for this to feed into the proposed review 
of the SLDC health and wellbeing priority (suggestion 8 below)

(4) Seek an update from the portfolio holder responsible for the environment on 
the management of trees on SLDC-owned land as part of their portfolio holder report 
at a meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee during 2018/19 (suggestion 3 
below)

Note – the recommendations above cover all proposed topics, with the exception of suggestion 9 
(SLDC Asset Review) which is currently scheduled for April 2018.

Comments to suggestions (in order of submission):-

1. The Effect of World Heritage Status on the Lake District (Low Priority)
o The World Heritage Status was confirmed in July 2017. The impact of this is unlikely to be 

measurable at this early stage, however a workshop could be useful in 2019/20 in which 
to provide an opportunity for joint working between councillors, officers and partners to 
identify opportunities and concerns in ensuring a sustainable community/economy in the 
National Park. 

2. Economic Growth Strategy (High Priority)
o A task and finish group running alongside the development of the Economic Growth 

Strategy could prove useful, as evidenced by the work of the Older Persons’ Housing 
Strategy Task and Finish Group during 2017/18. This provides a strategic outlook whilst 
supporting an internal review and could be especially timely given the publishing of the 
Industrial Strategy White Paper in November 2017 and link in with the production of the 
Local Industrial Strategy for Cumbria and the collaboration of councils across Morecambe 
Bay.
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3. Management of Trees on Council Land (Reject – see above)
o This suggestion relates to trees on SLDC-owned land. This could be an area where O&S 

could request an update or some commitment from the Environment Portfolio Holder (or 
their equivalent) during the upcoming year, but perhaps lacks the strategic impact to be 
recommended for a full review.

4. Ulverston Clean Air Zone/Air Pollution in SLDC (Medium Priority – see above)
o Although these are two separate suggestions, both seek the same outcomes. The 

importance of these proposals is recognised, but this area could be better utilised by 
forming part of a wider review into the Council’s role in health and wellbeing throughout 
the district, or through the work of the Green Team.

5. Addiction and Health Awareness (Medium Priority – see above)
o The areas of this topic which are aligned with the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 

could form part of a wider review into the Council’s role in health and wellbeing 
throughout the district.

6. National Park Partnership Working and Local Plan Ambitions (Reject – see above)
o The Council has an existing mechanism in place with the LDNPA for Members to meet 

with them as part of their process in developing their next Local Plan. The second 
meeting, to which all Members have been invited, is to be held on 27 March 2018.

7. Cross-Cutting Approach to Superageing Population (Medium Priority – see above)
o This is recognised as an issue of high importance for the district. In light of the 

complexities of this topic, carrying out a review of this magnitude without any preparatory 
work may be difficult and limit its effectiveness. However, this topic is closely linked to 
potential work around health and wellbeing and the economy, both of which could act as 
an introduction to the subject area with a view to a more specific review being set up in 
the future.

8. The Life of an SLDC Child 0 to 19 (Low Priority – see above)
o The vast majority of the services that apply to children aged between 0 and 19 are within 

the remit of Cumbria County Council (including adoption/fostering, Children and Families 
Services, the Publish Health 5 – 19 project etc.). There could be some merit in inviting 
Cumbria County Council to deliver an informal briefing/training session for all district 
councillors. This could be run alongside the proposed strategic review of the Council’s 
health and wellbeing priority.

9. SLDC Asset Review (Reject – already scheduled)
o This is already on the Work Programme and a workshop is scheduled for 

12 April 2018. The outcomes of the workshop will be reported to a future meeting of the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

10. Development of Locality Working through Customer Connect (Carried Forward) (High Priority)
o Customer Connect is one of the most significant projects the Council has undertaken, and 

locality working provides an ideal opportunity for councillors to help shape its delivery. It is 
recommended that this item be carried forward into the new Work Programme.

11. Access to Health and Leisure Activities for Older Residents (Carried Forward) (Medium Priority – 
see above)

o Although this was listed as a standalone item on the current work programme, as with a 
number of suggestions above, this could form a key part of a more strategic look at health 
and wellbeing. 


